PARTY DISEASES OF POULTRY
CHAPTER XIX CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OF POULTRY
UNDER the general system of management on most farms, poultry diseases may cause severe losses. It is almost useless to advocate sanitation when the entire farm flock, including baby and older growing chicks, has the run of the farmstead. Disinfection under such circumstances is impractical, because the germs of any disease may pollute the soil about the buildings, making a careful clean-up program impossible. Perhaps the time will come when the farmer or his wife can be persuaded to confine the flock in yards which can be rotated from year to year. In this way a clean yard may be provided each season and the one in use the previous year may be allowed to rest by plowing and sowing it into garden. Birds do fully as well, if not better, when confined to a range of reasonable size, and the physical appearance of the ground about the farm home and buildings is vastly improved. In many cases the chicken house is situated in dense shade where sunlight seldom reaches even the outside. Shady places are always favorable for the protection and multiplication of germs or parasites such as worms. Sunlight is the most valuable soil disinfectant and should be more utilized.
The chicken house should be placed some distance from the other buildings, with enough open space about it to pro-
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